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My Interactions with Science and
Social Activities in IMS and Okazaki

I came to IMS, Okazaki on March 1994, as a JSPS
post-doctoral fellow to work with Prof. Keitaro Yoshihara.
Thanks to JSPS for offering me the fellowship and thanks to
Prof. Yoshihara for considering me to work in his group in
the field of ultrafast chemical dynamics.

I have already spent almost two years in this insti-
tute. Though my coming to Japan was mainly for science
yet during my long stay here in Okazaki I had come across
with many things related to both science and social activi-
ties which give me some reflections about the scientific en-
vironment in IMS and also about the life of a foreigner in
Japan. Thanks to Kanae to give me the chance to express my
feelings to its sensible readers.

In my feelings IMS is just a fantastic scientific insti-
tute. Considering both the research facilities provided by
the institute and the working atmosphere available here I
feel that IMS is a very nice place to carry out research in the
frontier areas of science. This is in fact very evident from
the scientific achievements of the researchers in this insti-
tute.

.34.

Department of Electronic Structure Dr. Haridas Pal
(Bhabha Atomic Research Centre, Bombay, India)

I was very much interested to carryout my post-doc-
toral research in IMS, one of the best scientific institutes all
over the world to go along with the advanced scientific re-
search. I was really very delighted when I got the offer to
work in IMS with Prof. Yoshihara and that too in the field of
ultrafast chemical dynamics, a research field which I was
dreaming for a long time. My dream comes to reality when I
produce some interesting results in the interesting field of
ultrafast intermolecular electron transfer processes occur-
ring with rates much faster than the solvation dynamics. I
observe how the rates are affected on using the isotopically
substituted donors and acceptors, The results give me a bet-
ter insight about the mechanism of these ultrafast chemical
processes. My research in IMS gives me a good extent of
satisfaction and pleasure and I hope it will boost me up in
my scientific career. I convey my special thanks to Mr. T.
Yamanaka whose help in the operation of the femtosecond
titanium:sapphire laser was really fruitful to me to produce
the results on the ultrafast electron transfer dynamics.

My staying in IMS and also in Okazaki, to say in



short, have been just with exciting and enjoying experi-
ences, both scientifically and also with social interactions. I
came to know many interesting things about Japan and
Japanese culture through my colleagues and through the dif-
ferent activities of Okazaki International Association(OIA).
Parallel to IMS, OIA is also trying a lot to make the life
comfortable for the foreigners in Okazaki. I heartily appre-
ciate the efforts of OIA in this regard.

I sincerely remember the get-togethers arranged by
OIA in many occasions, which have been the best opportu-
nities for me to interact with common Japanese people of
Okazaki. I get delighted to see that many common people
are very much interested to know about India, specially its
social life. It really makes me proud when I see that a Japa-
nese appreciates our social structures,
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I appreciate the great efforts of OIA to arrange a free
Japanese learning class for the foreigners. Though I had not
been able to utilize the scope for my own yet it makes me
delighted when I see that my wife speaks in Japanese with
her Japanese friends and also in the daily life interactions
with the Japanese people. Many many thanks to OIA for its
sensible and very useful efforts.

I also remember the occasions of get-together ar-
ranged every year by the Okazaki Rotary Club. It is also a
great opportunity for the foreigners to mix up themselves
with Japanese people of different professions.

How 1 like Japan in general? Who does not like a
country which is decorated with its beautiful seasons. Japan,
the country
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